
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Jerman Baker to Duncan Hose. 237 

in Williamsburg, where she taught dancing and had a fashionable board- 
ing-school for young ladies. 

Following is an advertisement which appeared from her in the Vir- 
ginia Gazette: 

Williamsburg, August 18, 1775. 
The subscriber begs leave to acquaint the ladies and gentlemen 
that on friday next, at Mr. Blovet Pasteur's, in this city, she 
intends opening a Dancing School, and hopes to be favoured 
with the instruction of their daughters in that gentesl accom- 
plishment. As she is resolved to spare no pains with her schol- 
ars, she does not doubt of being able to give entire satisfaction. 
The days for teaching are fridays and Saturdays, every week; 
and her price is 20 s. at entrance, and 4 1. a year. 

Sarah Hallam. 



JERMAN BAKER TO DUNCAN EOSE. 
(Copied from the original, sent by Judge W. J. Leake, of Richmond.) 

London, Feb. 15, 1764. 
Dear Duncan : I have both your Letters of the 24 th Jan r & 
6 th In st before me, the first I sent at Bristol, the last by the 
hands of honest Ben Edwards, would you believe it ? I had once 
some thoughts of not answering them, but when I came to reflect 
seriously that there certainly was a Devil, and that he might 
probably be appointed Steward & Guardian over the ungrateful, 
I was determined I wou'd not be introduced to his acquaintance 
on that score, so that I can hardly tell wither you are to place 
this Sitter to the account of my Fears or my Friendship. How- 
ever, I comfort myself with thinking that if Duncan Bose be the 
judge, my case may not be desperate, but shou'd some ill na- 
tured damon have taken possession of that breast where I be- 
lieve there usually dwelt a Heart prone to judge with humanity 
& friendship I may perhaps, & justly enough be — hold ! no such 
spirit resides there; 'tis to Duncan Rose I am writing, and my 
fears are no more. The compliment you pay me in saying you 
sat down to write me in preference to going to a very brilliant 
assembly, I won't thank you for, as I am satisfied 'twas what 
you cou'd not help, if I am not mistaken in my man, tho' you 
realy did alarm my Vanity a little at the recital of your numer- 
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our female acquaintance, for my part I have none — has what did 
I say? I have none; I ly'd, I have one who is to me Duncan of 
more moment than all the Sex besides, but alas, I am going to 
Virginia, & if Dame Fortune treat me in the manner she has 
hitherto, I may perhaps never see her more — never see her more ! 
Cou'd I be brought to distrust the Almighty ruler so much, my 
misery wou'd be intolerable, but I comfort myself that as he has 
not endued me with philosophy enough to stand such a shock, I 
shall be brought smoothly & happily to the Haven where I would 
oe, go on happy, Duncan, extend your acquaintance both Male 
& female, and may each one in his way contribute to your peace 
and Welfare ! When we meet together in Virginia, I will sit by 
you with my hand on your shoulder, and tell you my griefs & 
disappointments, and by imparting my anxiety to my friend 
make the burthen easier to bear, whilst you, with your wonted 
tranquility, smile at the recital, and tell me all will yet be well, 
and then, when you have with good counsel brought my bosom 
to a tolerable degree of Composure, you will relate your own 
happy, contented state, and If I have one grain of generous 
feeling about me, I shall rejoice at your felicity, and please my- 
self with the thoughts that I may be one day as easy and con- 
tented; your plan is certainly the most eligible, whose wishes 
soar no higher than a wife & snug plantation. I have been this 
six months viewing the vain and ambitious grasping by every 
means, at what mistaken mortals call happiness, but what wiser 
men call folly, a Child of the Brain, the offspring of a weak & 
misguided imagination, and sorry I am that I must confess I 
fear the contagion has seas'd me. Apropos to this I must tell 
you that I have made some little alteration in my plan of Life, 
and tho' I intend to be for some time an inhabitant of Virginia, 
yet I shall keep in View the road which I expect will bring me 
to what I wish may be my scene of action in future; I mean the 
Citty of London, where if I once get fixed, I believe my friend, 
Duncan Rose, will not be unmindful of me. From this you see 
I have taken your advice, and think no more of what we expected 
was a connexion ; whose fault it was that it did not become so, 
I know not, but I think your conjecture probable enough. I am 
now going to Bristol, from whence I shall embark for Virginia 
some time early in the next month, so that I shall probably get 
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the start of you. When you are safe arriv'd in that good Coun- 
try, and are come to Williamsburg, ask in which House Jerman 
Baker dwells, & you will perhaps find a fellow who will rejoice 

to feel your hand. Thus much for myself. ■ I come now 

to attempt an answer to your Letter, and first, to the situation 
of the paper money in Virginia & the Exchange. With respect 
to the emitting that money, the necessitys of Government in 
Virginia will sufficiently plead, and as to the Views of the Legis- 
lature there at that time, I acquit them of anything criminal in 
their intentions, tho' it must be confess'd their conduct prov'd 
their total ignorance of money transactions, as they put it in 
the power of the Treasurer, had he not been the honestest man 
living, to have made a prodigious advantage by a method that 
might have been of the most fatal consequence to his country. 
I mean the leaving it in his power to lend out the moneys wch 
came annually, by means of the Taxes, collected into the Treas- 
ury by which latitude the whole sum emitted from the Treasury 
might have been in circulation at this day, but this error they 
rectified by the Act of Assembly, which appointed three persons 
to see the money burnt at certain times fix'd in the Act ; this is 
a fact you may rely on, as I have seen the Law, and yet the Mer- 
ch ts here (who by the bye are the most ignorant set of men with 
respect to that affair I ever convers'd with), are constantly de- 
siring in their memorials to the board of Trade that the Assem- 
bly may be directed to pass a Law for that purpose, and deny- 
that such a Law at this time exists. As to the Credit of the 
Paper money it was sufficiently established by the several acts 
of Assembly, and every thinking man was convinc'd the Taxes 
were sufficient to Sink it at the appointed periods, provided the 
Speaker oblig'd the Sherifs to be punctual ; that not being done 
was a fault in the Treasurer, & not the Assembly. Now he finds 
the Credit of the Country is wounded by his lenity or negligence, 
he is preparing to call the Sherifs to a strict account, and I make 
no doubt the Country will feel the good effects of his resolution ; 
indeed you may remember that in Virginia I was constantly 
amongst the Enemies to a paper Currency, and expressed myself 
often so warmly on that subject as to bring upon myself some 
warm altercation with many Blockheads, & some men of Senses 
among the latter I recon Col E. Bland, and for having de- 
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seended to dispute with the former I can only atone by saying I 
am sorry my objection to this currency did not arise from any 
circumstances but the laying over a Load of Debt on posterity 
who, in case of any future war or a continuance of that we were 
engag'd in, might be oblig'd to follow the same method of raising 
money, & so the evil would have become perpetual. Now the 
war is at an end and the charges of Government redue'd to a 
triffle, I am easy, as I think I see an end to its circulation in 
1769, according to the tenor of an express Act of Assembly. The 
proposition your people in Glasgow make for securing the Credit 
of the paper by giving 5 e^C interest, I must beg leave to call 
wild & inconvenient, for it would only serve to postpone the ex- 
piration of a paper circulation by so much as the Interest would 
enerease the publick Debt, and besides you & many of your 
Neighbors who were in Virginia in 1757 were witnesses of the 
disadvantage of the moneys bearing interest, for until that time 
all the money then in circulation bore an interest of 5 <PC, but 
on a hint from Lord Loudoun, the then Governor in Chief of 
Virginia, the Assembly enacted that the moneys bearing Interest 
should be called in and redeemed with other bearing no interest, 
the consequence was, that every man as paper came into his pos- 
session, detain'd it for the sake of the Interest due upon it, so 
that there was almost a total stagnation of payments, as the best 
people in the Country were not ashamed to put off the paying 
their Debts at that time, some of the money having then near 2 
years interest due on it at that time, and had it been suffer'd to 
run on, it would have had about 4 years to run upon an average 
from the time of the several emissions to the period apointed for 
sinking it, and this wou'd again be the ease were they to grant 
interest on it. For a proof, only step aside to Maryland, where 
they emitted a paper currency, and stipulated that it should bear 
interest until the time it was called in, and further that it shou'd 
be redeem'd at a medium of 33 and a third Exchange, for which 
purpose there is a fund established in England, this exchange 
being far below the trading course. The consequence is that all 
this money is locked up in the Chests of the Wealthy, and the trade 
is supported by notes issued by private people, and the little gold 
& Silver that may find its way among them, and both together 
are insufficient, as every man who is acquainted with the Trade 
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of that Country can testify. Therefore, in my opinion, the only 
way is to let this money now in circulation continue on the foot- 
ing it is, & let it he sunk in 1769 as directed by the Act of As- 
sembly, wch may be done if the Treasurer will exert himself 
among the Sheriffs as becomes an honest man and a friend of his 
Country. Now as touching the very extraordinary rise of the 
Exchange, it must in general be plac'd to the disproportion the 
exported produce of the Country bears to the imports, and I am 
perfectly satisfied the dry Goods alone imported into Virginia is 
at least equal to the Value of their produce; add to this the 
value of all the Negroes imported, which still increases the Evil, 
and with respect to our West India trade I much doubt if that 
be an advantageous one, for tho' it must be granted that Specie 
be sometimes brought from the islands, yet you will know that 
great quantity^ of Rum is paid for by Bill of Exchange drawn 
on Brittain from the islands wch is as much a debt due from the 
Country as if the Rum had been imported into Virginia to be 
paid for there, as a remittance must be made again from Vir- 
ginia to answer the Bills so drawn ; now were the imports & ex- 
ports nearly equal, having a paper currency wou'd be no dis- 
advantage, for the number of buyers & sellers of Bills wou'd be 
nearly equal, and neither be in the power of the other, as their 
necessity^ wou'd be alike, & we all know that Tobbaceo may be 
purchased with paper money, and it will do for any other pay- 
ments. You Glascow factors too are liable for no small share of 
odium for have you not kept the price of Tobacco at 20/ at 
least for this 5 or 6 years ? wch was never given before except in 
dry years, or such as were occasioned by accident of weather, and 
why have you done it? Because with the price you have rais'd 
the Exchange, and so the planter gets no more for his Tobacco 
than when he was paid only 16/8 ^0 100, for altho the planter 
have no immediate connexion with Bills of Exchange, yet as 
every man in the Sale of his goods has respect to that the planter 
pays for it at last, and I believe every man who has bou't To- 
bacco with Cash for these 7 Years has found 2 d $ pound to be 
its full Value. I am inclined to think wou'd your people direct 
their factors to give no more than 2 d ^ Lb for Tobacco, & take 
40 $*ct for their Bills, it would have very great effects, for they 
have for a long time drawn at least three fourths of the Bills, 
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and in a little time, if they continue their Trade, they will be 
the sole drawers, for there are few people in Virginia besides 
whose credit in London is good for one hundred pounds. The 
African Trade to Virginia must soon be at an end, for the peo- 
ple will not soon pay for the Negroes they have already bought, 
for observe, I don't call these Negroes paid for when purchasers 
have a Load of protested Bills to take up, which is a grievance 
I am afraid will bear harder on them than the paper currency 
does upon the grumbling merchants in London. One good cir- 
cumstance occurs to me, the Parliament will give a bounty of £8 
Stg $ Ton on Hemp rais'd in the Colonys for 7 Years, £6 for 
other 7 Years, and £4 for 7 Years more; this will take off many 
hands from making Tobacco as Our Country (for I must call 
it our Country) is, in my opinion, extremely proper for it, hereby 
the Quantity of Tobacco will be lessened, the value of course 
rais'd, and if the Tobacco Trade in Scotland be put under an 
Excise wch its not improbable may be done, Virginia may again 
see the Halcyon days she knew 20 Years ago, when they lived in 
peace & plenty, & feared a Debt in England as the worst of 
calamitys. I have given you my Sentiment freely & honestly on 
this Subject, & you may make what use of it you please, only 
observe that if you communicate it generally, send me a Copy 
of so much of this Letter as regards paper money, &c, that if 
ever I am call'd upon I may be able to make answer for myself, 
tho' to tell you truly I have no fears on that Score; my only 
motives are a regard to truth, and that justice which is due to a 
Country I shall ever think of with gratitude & satisfaction. 

The moment you receive this sit down & write me an answer, 
tho' it be only four lines, that I may have the pleasure of hearing 
from you once more before I leave England, and you may de- 
pend on having another Letter from me. So farewell, Dear 
Duncan. In your prayers think that there is in the world a 
Being dear to your friend, who, tho' a female, may be worthy to 
be remembered in the petitions of a philosopher to his Creator. 
I am, Jermak Baker. 



